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MEMORANDUM FOR : Chief, Secerity Staff, ffice of special Activities

SUBJECT i Conversation with My, Jeseph Sceott, DJIAR, Departineat
of Btate, Acgarding Sacurity of C Triple Prire Camera
in U-2 Alreraft

1. Onbedalf of “Mr. U, Alexis Johnson, Deputy Undsr Sscretary of
Stats for Political Afiairs, ir. Scott called e to say that whea Mr. Joknson
briefed Secrotary Resk oa Mr. McCone's comnments on the Spmeial Group
mwsating oa 17 Uctober regarding the use of the C Triple "rlme camora oa a
BRASS KNOB flight in Cuba receatly, that the Zecretary sxpressed concern
over the security aapects of nelng a CORONA camera {a aa IDEALIST vehicle,
sspocially as it related to the possible loss thereof la & country liks Chiaa,
whers, for example, Mr. McCone bad roportedly ssid it -night be used next.

2. 1 tadd 3tr. Goott that I felt ale security fears in thix case ware
essentially groundiess, since in its alrcraft configuration it would be difficult
to ideatify it as & space camners valesd the Soviet Bloc had recovered in tact
an ideatical machine from a CORONA misston, wiich | described an siatisti-
cally not very likely. 1 also told iz thatl while it was in .~y view an extremaely
ingennous sdaptation of a plece aof squip:nent deslgned for one purpose serviag
anathes, it by lisell would a0t reprosent the last word In the state af the art
in satellite camera systsims aven ware it to fall (nto eneny nands and to be
matched up with 3 prototype they might have Lnowledygs of,

3. 1 also aite:apted 2 lapress on iz, Scott the fact that the Director's
eathusiasm sotwithstanding there was only oue such IDEALIST camera in buelag
at present, that there was virtsally no lvunedlate spare parts support in hand,
and that from our standpolat we considered it & test vebicla. I gather from
[ Scotl that the Secretary Inferrved that this was at present & fuil-blows, werid-

i wids cagability. I told iy, Scott that we were in fact moving toware &
development invalving the € Triple Prisus camera which vould double ita
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swath width and hopefully miake it operational 3omethiag on the ordar 27 3ix
months from sow, (s ssemed satisfled with thls explanatisa, and l rather
imagine be will report these matters t3 ir. Johuson.

JAMES A, CUNMINGHAR, JH,
Acting Sssistant Director
{Special Activities)
cc: LDISRT
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